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We are profoundly grateful to Hy Hetherington and HLP Integration 
for their Corporate Sponsorship of the 2023 Orlin Corey Medallion 
Awards Event and the TYA/Festival and Conference.

Prior to Hy’s career in information management, he was a theatre 
major at University of Texas - Austin. After graduation he taught high 
school drama in rural Texas.  Hy and his wife Amy have endowed 
a University Presidential Scholarship in Theatre at UT. He attributes much of his success in 
business to his training in the arts.

Hy’s generosity has served as an inspiration to all of us on the CTFA and TYA/Boards of 
Trustees. He has stated,  “This is the ideal time to approach business people to support the arts 

for kids.  The need has never been greater. We really CAN make a significant di�erence where it matters.”

The TYA/USA awards were created by local Arizona glassblowing artist Tom Philabaum.  
You can find his work at www.philabaumglass.com . 

The CTFA awards were created by Briana Danyele. You can find her work at littlepaintingb.com 
For a complete list of Orlin Corey Medallion recipients, please go to our website: childrenstheatrefoundation.org

Founded in 1965, TYA/USA is a national service organization whose mission is to promote 
the power of professional theatre for young audiences through excellence, collaboration, 
and innovation across cultural and international boundaries. TYA/USA o�ers a variety of 
programming that connects professionals working in the sector through in-person gatherings 

and virtual sessions; provides opportunities for field-wide learning and leadership development; disseminates 
field news and research through a variety of print and online channels; and advances the field both internally 
and externally through a range of advocacy e�orts. We serve over 1,200 member theatres, organizations, and 
individual artists nationwide.

Founded in 1958, the Childrens Theatre Foundation directly assists theatres, artists, 
scholars and organizations through its ongoing grant-giving and fellowship programs.�  
In addition, CTFA annually honors exceptional achievement in the field through its Orlin 
Corey Medallion Awards and biannually honors an Outstanding American High School 

Drama Teacher through its Reba R. Robertson Award.� CTFA believes that our future success, resiliency, and 
sustainability relies on placing equity at the center of every aspect of what�we do.�  We define equity as a 
collaborative, continual process to ensure fair access to all.� CTFA challenges�and supports theatre�artists�to 
achieve excellence and equity in service to young people.�

Roger Bedard, Scott Brewer, Gayle Sergel Brown, José Casas, Gloria Bond Clunie, 
Reeves Collins, Theresa Fucik, Moses Goldberg, Susan C. Harbison, Dwayne Hartford,  
Linda Hartzell, Tarek Hazamy, Hy Hetherington, Joan Lancourt, Johnson López Familia, 
Marilee & Bob Miller, Jenny Millinger, Nicholas Kryah & Carol North, Elizabeth Peterson,  
Troy Scheid, Kareen Sharp, Patricia Snyder, Jacqueline & Albert Spagnola, William Ward, 
Susan Wood, Suzan Zeder

Orlin Corey Medalion Event Patrons

ORLIN COREY

Thank you to our 2023 TYA/USA Festival & Conference Sponsors: 
Music Theatre International, Seattle Children’s Theatre, Children’s Theatre Foundation of America,  

Playhouse Square, Theatrical Rights Worldwide, Dramatic Publishing,  
The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, Phoenix O�ice of Arts and Culture, Concord Theatricals, 

Broadway Licensing, Elsie Management, Tom O’Connor Consulting Group, P3 Productions, Charcoalblue,  
No Book Bans Coalition, Shaw Entertainment Group, Envision Consulting, LLC, and Dandelion Artists

Thank you to Megan Ann Rasmussen  
for her generous support recognizing Mary Hall Surface’s Corey Medallion award.



THE NATIONAL TYA/USA AWARDS honor excellence in the field of Theatre for Young Audiences. 
Selected by a committee of peers from nominations made by TYA/USA members, awards are given 
annually in the following categories:

This award honors an individual or company that has demonstrated community 
impact through a project or initiative related to TYA. Awardees utilize the power of 
TYA to significantly enrich a surrounding community in creative and meaningful 
ways.

Caitlyn McCain (she/her) is a NYC based actor, educator, voice professional and 
applied theatre practitioner. She is the creator and host of Start the Conversation, 

a virtual education resource for adults and children by New York City Children’s Theater and the co-creator and co-host of The 
Trauma-Informed Toolkit for Educators. Additionally, Caitlyn is a faculty member at The Stella Adler Studio of Acting and a 
Drama Curriculum Specialist with The Juilliard School’s K-12 Programs and Initiatives. Her work has been featured in the New York 
Times for engaging young people through theatre during the Covid-19 Pandemic. Caitlyn holds a BFA in Drama from New York 
University’s Tisch School of the Arts and an MA in Applied Theatre from the City University of New York.  
Website: CaitlynMcCain.com

TYA Community Impact Award: Caitlyn McCain

THE ORLIN COREY MEDALLION AWARD honors recipients for their significant achievements for the 
enrichment of children in the United States and Canada through nurturing artistic work in theatre 
and the arts. The Award is named in honor of Orlin Corey for his thirty-four years of service and 
leadership on the board of the Childrens Theatre Foundation.

The Harold Oaks Award for Sustained Excellence in TYA honors the achievements of 
individual leaders and companies that have made a significant and lasting impact 
on the field of TYA. 

Julia Flood became Artistic Director of Metro Theater Company in St. Louis, MO 
in February 2014 and is thrilled to be celebrating MTC’s 50th anniversary season. 
Previously, Julia was artistic director of a TYA touring company in Clearwater, FL for 

16 years. A graduate of Northwestern University, Julia then studied with famed acting teacher Alvina Krause which led to seven 
years as a resident member of the Bloomsburg Theatre Ensemble in PA, and a career as an actor/director/playwright/teaching 
artist across the country. Her 45 years in the professional theater have led to a passionate belief in the power of theater to change 
the course of a young person’s life, and to an enduring commitment to nurture and produce works by new voices for TYA. Julia has 
participated nationally in new work development at the Kennedy Center’s New Visions/New Voices, Write Now at Childsplay AZ, 
and UCF’s Pegasus PlayLab. Julia served on the national board of Theatre for Young Audiences/USA from 2011 until 2019.

Harold Oaks Award for Sustained Excellence in TYA: 
Julia Flood

Playwright, director, dramaturg, producer, teaching artist, national and international 
TYA advocate, Mary Hall’s visionary work for youth has created transformative 
connections across cultures, communities, and art forms for young audiences. Her work 
with the California Theatre Center; the Kennedy Center; her creation of Intersections, 
an all-arts festival serving as a catalyst for change; her early championing of BIPOC 
artists as collaborators; her international influence in theatre and the arts for young 
people, to name a few, have made her a great navigator for all of us in the TYA world.  
She excels in creating multi-disciplinary performances for family audiences, including 
commissions from the National Symphony Orchestra, the Folger Shakespeare Consort, 

the Washington, DC Choral Arts Society, and the National Gallery of Art. Mary Hall Surface has been an inspiration and a 
powerful innovator in the growth and blossoming of Theatre for Young Audiences as we enjoy it today.

Mary Hall Surface

At Rising Youth Theatre, young people work in collaboration with professional 
adult artists to create socially relevant theatre that speaks to multiple 
generations. Their impact on community has been impressive. Their art engages 
audiences as it builds and connects historically marginalized groups. As such, 
they provide a national model for the creation of site specific new work and for 
youth leadership. Rising Youth has consistently used theatre to position young 
people in advocacy spaces. Their work celebrates the importance of young 

voices and the pivotal role they play in creating theatre. Their commitment to intergenerational partnerships ensures that their 
art and advocacy reaches multiple communities and represents their attention to diversity, access, and equity.

Rising Youth Theatre

The TYA Artistic Innovation Award honors an individual or company that has 
demonstrated innovation- experimentation in content or in form- in recent artistic 
work in TYA.

Brave Little Company is Theatre for Everyone. They create and produce work about, 
with, and for kids and their grown-ups, reflecting Houston’s diversity in the stories they 
tell and the artists who tell them, and creating theatre the way kids play. 

Founded in 2013, They have four main areas of work: creating and producing theatre about, with, and for all of Houston’s kids, with 
a focus on dual language work; THE BIG “US” PROJECT, a collaborative theatre initiative created by 100 members of Houston’s 
refugee and immigrant communities; Wish You Were Here, a creative collaboration with students with disabilities; and teaching 
artist residencies serving the needs of students and teachers. Their work in 2023 includes their “play by mail” series Paper Offerings 
and video series Missing from the Museum (created with Dare to Dream Theatre, Off the Page, and Trike Theatre). They will return 
to live public programming with Our Stories Belong: A Rainbow Storytime, Grandpa’s Garden, and THE BIG “US” PROJECT. With 
their MFTM partners, they are active with the No Book Bans Coalition. BLC is on the Touring Roster of Texas Commission on the 
Arts and is a Young Audiences of Houston arts partner. (www.brave-little.com)

TYA Artistic Innovation Award ~ Brave Little Company

José Casas is one of our most outstanding leaders in the TYA field. He is recognized 
as a talented playwright, innovator, educator, and scholar. José heads the Playwriting 
Minor in the Department of Theatre & Drama at the University of Michigan.  His plays 
have been recipients of the Bonderman National Playwriting for Youth Award and 
AATE’s Distinguished Play Award. His book (pictured here) was a recipient of an AATE 
Distinguished Book Award. José was recently highlighted in American Theatre for 
initiating the TYA BIPOC Superhero Project. This initiative will give over 20 playwrights 
of color access to mainstream, regional TYA theaters through commissions, helping 
to diversify storytelling and theater practice. José’s dedication to equity, diversity, 

inclusion, and representation is made manifest in every aspect of his artistry, advocacy and activism. He is truly a visionary 
helping our field move forward in exciting new ways.

José Casas

Founded in 1955, HTY is one of the oldest and most respected children’s theatres 
in the country. HTY has served over five million people through school and family 
performances and drama education programs. Over 300 new plays for young 
audiences have been commissioned by HTY.

HTY works towards a future for Hawai‘i in which people are culturally literate and 
imaginative, are critical thinkers and inventive problem solvers, with a respect for 
history and a sense of place in a complex world.

HTY has developed a number of partnerships that allow it to flourish including: 
Kennedy Center Partners in Education, offering professional development to teachers and teaching artists statewide; Hawai‘i 
ARTSFIRST Partners, the only state mandated partnership of its kind in the nation, joining together the expertise and resources 
of the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts, Hawai‘i Alliance for Arts Education, University of Hawai‘i College of Arts and 
Humanities and College of Education, Hawai‘i Association of Independent Schools, State PTSA, HTY and the Maui Arts and 
Cultural Center to bring all of the arts to all of the children of Hawai‘i in a comprehensive manner;  Hawai‘i State Foundation on 
Culture and the Arts, with which HTY joins to produce Poetry Out Loud, an initiative of the NEA and the Poetry Foundation.

Honolulu Theatre for Youth


